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On the Cover: Varanus komodoensis
The Varanus komodoensis, depicted on the cover and inset of this issue were photographed by Michael 
L. Peck and Dolores R. Fernandez http://www.wildlife-pix.com in mid-morning on 5 February 1997 
near Loh Liang, Komodo Island. First, a subadult dragon approached a Timor deer (Cervus timorensis) 
carcass, nosed around it for a while, then tore off some strips of flesh from the ribs. After scavening for ca. 
20 min, the subadult left the carcass. Soon after, an adult V. komodoensis approached the carcass and made 
a brief, unsuccessful attempt to swallow the lumbar spine of the deer. Total observation time for the adult 
individual was ca. 10 to 20 min. 
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The International Varanid Interest Group is a volunteer-based organization established to advance vara-
nid research, conservation, and husbandry, and to promote scientific literacy among varanid enthusiasts.  
Membership to the IVIG is free, and open to anyone with an interest in monitor lizards and the advance-
ment of varanid research. Membership includes subscription to Biawak, a quarterly journal of varanid 
biology and husbandry, and is available online through the IVIG website. 
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Juvenile Varanus indicus. Fai Fai Beach, Guam.
Photograph by Evan Miller  h.evan.miller@gmail.com


