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The Editor’s Desk
By: Hany Morsi
Dear Friends,

I am very pleased to
present to you the maugural
issue  of “Varanids”, the
newsletter dedicated to the
advancement of  monitor
research. For these of you
wondering who I am, my name
is Hany Morsi and | have been
keeping monitors for a number
of years. | personally feel that
they are magnificent creatures
and 1 wanted to help spread as
much mformation about them as
I could.

1 first came up with the
idea to publish a newsletter
about a year ago. [ felt there was
a wvoid im the amount of
nformation being  published
about varanids. Feeling a little
frustrated about the lack of
information 1 decided to publish
my own publication with the
goal of being an information
source for both the public and
private sector, It's my hope that
the newsletter will grow in both
readership and quality. The
format will remam basically the
same, with a few minor changes
here and there. There will
always be a “Monitoring the
World™ section which will cover
any little bits of information that
comes my way. We will have
articles covering all aspects
about  varanids  including
biclogy, husbandry, breeding,
taxonomy, natural history and
conservation,. We will also
always have a classified section,
for  those interested in
advertising. We hope to add a

book review section, a section
with translations of some
foreign articles, a letters to the
editor section and we also hope
to add photographs. This
publication will be as good as
the readership allows us to be,
Obwiously, the more subscribers
we have the more we can use
our resources to  make
“VARANIDS™ better.

We are always looking
for people to contribute their
thoughts, findings and ideas to
us. There a number of ways
people can contribute. Original
articles are always welcome as
well as bits of news or ideas of
how we can  better the
publication.

There are many people
that helped make this publication
possible. First of all, I would
like to thank my parents, who
always supported my interest in
herps. Then there is entire Bronx
Zoo Reptile House staff
Without their support most of
this would not be possible. |
wiould also like to give a special
thanks to Mark K. Bayless who
pushed me to start this
publication as well as Danny
Gorman, Jimmy Gorman, Sam
Lee, Paul Kmiotek, Bill
Holmstrom, Quetzal Dwyer, and
last but definitely not least Jim
McDougal. He is the backbone
of this publication and 1
appreciate his help a lot
Thanks Jim.
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