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Current Events

The original concept behind Varanix
was to help varanophiles worldwide
provide the best possible captive
environment for their monitors. A lot
of planning and reorganization has
gone into how we hope to best Tuliill
this goal. What follows are some of
the conclusions, methods, and
projects underway. Let us know if
you have questions or see any
projects that interest you.

» Komodo Dragon Report Kit:
‘We're purting together a basic info
kit to send in response 1o requests
from grade school kids doing
reports on V. komodpensis, Tt will
include a list of resources, reprints
and original material. Help wanted.

* Mewslewer species section;
In each lssue of Varanews, we would
like to include a section of {acts,
figures, and anecdotes for each of
the more commonly kept monitors.
We are looking for people to
prepare these regular columns on
one (or more) species.

= Monitors and the law:
Help wanted compiling &
maintaining a list of state and local
laws governing monitors,

= You'll be seeing regular mention of
email, internet, ew. A major part of
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Varanix restructuring has been
integrating technology that saves
time and expense in managing and
communicating information about
monitors. There are some
tremendous benefits for the labor-
intensive tasks associated with
administration and newsletter
production. Correspondence is one of
the best examples: email is dozens
times faster than letter mail, not to
mention cheaper. As mail volume
increases, the time and cost savings
become quite significant, resources
better spent on other projects.

If wvou're online:

‘When possible, please use email for
correspondence. Article submissions
may also be sent as attachments. If
you have access to email, but are
unfamiliar with it, we'll be glad 10
help.

Varanews is available in Adobe
Acrobat format. See inside front
cover for more details.

Please forward any monitor-related
message threads, articles, etc. you
find for possible inclusion in
Varanews. [Please include the
source(s) 5o we can obtain
permission to publish the material.]

If you're not online:
but you're interested in a basic
explanation about the internet/Web,

send a self-addressed stamped
envelope 1o Varanix and ask for a
copy of the Factual Information
Bulletin on the internet and small
business. The document includes
basic explanations, case histories and
real world uses of different aspects of
the net, online services, eLc.

Newsletter Content

what do vou want to read about?
Better still, you are invited to share
your personal experiences and
observations in these pages. Even a
few paragraphs on behavior you
observed, or a husbandry tip, is
significant.

Mark Bayless has assembled a wealth
of varanid-related literature and will
continue reporting on findings of
interest covering a broad range of
tapics. Fe is also beginning o neiwork
Varanix with Australian, Duich,
German and Russian varanid societies.

My contribution in upcoming issues
will report on Varamus niloticus living
outdoors. Topics include habitat
design, materials and construction tips,
plants, feeding, and behavior
observations.

There's more to talk about, but there's
more 1o do first.

Greg Naclerio, Editor




GENERAL INFORMATION

Frequently Asked Quastions

Inquiries, Correspondence

& Lelters to Varanix often contain information of general
interest to Varanews readership. Please indicate if you do
not want to be quoted or have your correspondence
reprinted in part or othenwise. (The author will always be
contacted prior lo publication of guestionable or
controversial topics.)

* Requests for personal responses must be accompanied
by a self-addressed sta mped envelope and will be
handled as time allows,

Submissions for Publication

Editorial

s Computer files preferred; PC/Mac, Typed or handwritten
submissions are, of course, most welcome,

» Translations of non-English articles must he aceompanied
by a copy of the original work, including bibliography.

s Indicate any special conditions of publication, such as
withholding mention of name or crediting a source,

Graphics & illustrations

» 35 mm slides/negatives, prints, illustrations

* Electronic format: TIFF, EPS, PhatoCD

* Phatos should be as clear as possible. Slightly light/

averexposed pholos are belter than dark/underexposed
ones.

= All materials should be labelled with appropriate
copyright, name and phonefaddress.
# |nclude photo captions

Email submissions

Prior to sending files, please contact us via email for file
prep guidelines, etc. Subject: submissions

Back Issues (some only available as photocopies)

$1.50 MNumber O
§2each  Wollnum) 1{1}- 1(8), 2(1) - 2(6), 3(1) - 3(6), 41}
S4 each  Vollnum) 4(2/3), 4(4)

T

ContacTing VARANIX

Llsing the appropriate address below will speed up
handling of your correspondence.
Memberships, Back Issue orders:

Varanix
8726 5. Sepulveda Bl. #243
Los Angeles, CA 90045 USA

Make check or postal money onder in US funds to: Varanix

Inquiries, Correspondence, Submissions:
Mark Bayless
/o 1678 Shattuck Ave.
Berkeley, CA 94709 USA

email; varanews @ aol.com

Membership

One-year membership in Yaranix includes subscription to this
newsletter and other supplemental publications as they become
available, Annual rates to receive Varanews:

printed version  digital version®
Individual 320 $14
Institutional $25 19
NOTES:

Annual Rates are global.
Digital version: Varanews is available in Adobe Acrobat® format

via ermnail or Weh/ftp site,
Send email for details, Subject: Acrobat

Whar i3 it The Acrobat file looks like the printed version and is
compatible with PC, Mac and Unix systems. The file can be
viewed on screen or printed on a laser printer, inkjet, etc.

* Why the lower rate? The reduced rate reflects a portion of the
annual production and postage savings,
Renewal is tracked by newsletter volume{number) and not by date.
Example: A mailing label with
EXPIRES 4(2)
means expiration after vol 4, num 2 and not April 2nd or
4 February.

What you read in these pages . ..

Articles appearing in Varanews represent the opinions of the
respective authors. Though best efforts are made to ensure
accuracy of contents, the reader must recogn ize that much of
the information is based on individual personal experiences
and therefore difficult to verify.

The reader is well-advised o evaluate everything heard and
read, regardiess of the source, Consult as many references as
possible and never attempt any husbandry technigque that is
unfamiliar or that vou are not confident you are capable of
performing. This is especially true of medical procedures or
when safely (monitor, personal and public) is involved. If
you read something in these pages you do not understand,
guestion, or can add to, vou are urged to respond for the
benefit of other readers.

Reprinting parts of Varanews . ..
The contents of Yaranews may be reproduced for inclusion in the
newsletters of herpetological societies with the following provisions:
# the material is reproduced in the original context without change
= appropriate credits are given
* a copy of the publication is sent to Varanix

Editor Greg Maclerio

Managing Editors  Mark Bayless
Michael Balsai

Associate Editors John Adragna
John Turnipsead

B 1956 Varanix, Los Angeles, CA 90045, All rights reserved. Varanix and the Varanix logoe are trademarks of the Varanid Information eXchange.
Acrobat is a trademark of Adobe Systems, Inc. All other trademarks are the property of their respective awners.
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The Monitors Seen During a Short

Trip to Singapore and West Java

Dr. Jon Edwards,

13 Springwood Drive,
Henbury, Bristo,
BS10 7PU England.

In late 1991 we spent 3 weeks
traveling around Singapore and
‘Western Java. During this time
monitors were seen both in the
wild and in captivity. Captive
animals were seen at three zoos, in
the animal markets of Java, and
alse in an Indonesian animal
exporter’s facility in Jakarta, Java,
where they were being held prior
10 EXport.

Singapore

‘We were very surprised by the
numbers of salvator, or water,
monitors, Varanus salvator, that we
saw in Singapore. This species was
particularly common in and
around the zoo where areas of
primary rain forest still remain. In
all, we saw 6 specimens within the
zoo and at the orchid gardens close
to the zoo and 2 specimens in the
botanical gardens. It is likely that
these specimens were far less timid
and used to the presence and noise
of tourists, [t was interesting to
note that twoe color phases were
seen; a black morph living loose
within the confines of the zoo,
seen sharing an enclosure with

John Deas,

23 Cranham Road,
Henleaze, Bristol,
B8510 7EF, England.

red-eared sliders and rhino
iguanas, Cyclura cornuta, and the
more normally encouniered iwo
banded form. We also noted that
nao large salvator monitors were
seen in the wild which might
indicate that large monitors avoid
heavily populated areas or that
larger monditors are killed for their
meat/skins, Salvator monitor skins
were very much in evidence in
Singapore’s plush department
stores and the shops attached 1o
the crocodile farms. If the lack of
large monitors was indeed due to
them being killed for their skins
this is most worrying.

Komodo dragons were also
exhibited at the zoo, maintained in
a large cage with an outdoor area -
and an air conditioned indoor
room allowing the animals to
escape from the mid-day heat.
These monitors appearcd, if
anything, a little too well cared for
and seemed a little overweight in
comparison with the animals seen
later in the trip at the Ragunan
Zoo in Jakarta.

varanews 4(4):

A more detailed account of the
other repiiles seen on this irip to
Singapore can be found in an
earlier article (Edwards and Deas,
1992).

Java, Indonesia

Our stay in Java began with four
days in Jakarta, which included
visits to the Ragunan Zoo, a reptile
exporter’s premises and a visit to
one of the “Pasar burongs®, or bird
markets.

The Ragunan Zoo is about 10 miles
from the center of Jakarta. It
contains a large collection of birds,
mammals and reptiles. The cages,
particularly those for the
mammals, were unfortunately no
where near as well designed or
spacious as those seen at the
Singapore Zoo. The reptile
collection contained a number of
rarities, notably an albino
crocodile and a very impressive
group of Komodo dragons,

V. kemodoensiz, housed in several
large outdoor pits with large
mounds of rocks in the middle and
a cavelinner area where they
retreated at night, The dragons
here were very alert and active,
often prowling their enclosure.
They appeared [ar leaner than the
animals seen earlier at the
Singapore Zoo. This factor could,
in part, account for the Ragunan
Zoo's success in breeding this
species (seer Lilley, 1989).

We also saw a number of wild
salvator momnitors living in the
open grounds of the zoo,
particularly around the ponds and
meats surrounding many of the
cages. We were hoping to sce
some of the rarer Indonesian
menitors kept at the zoo, including
the Timor monitor (V. fmaorensis),
green tree monitor (V. prasinus),
crocodile monitor (V. salvadorii),
and a number of other monitors
found in Irian Jaya. Unfortunately,
none were on display,
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While In Jakarta, we visited two
of the city’'s bird markets. A
number of reptiles were also
offered for sale, including some
sub-adult salvator monitors which
were sold for their mear and skin
rather for the pet trade. These
animals were held in very small
chicken wire cages which were
littered with feces and shed skin.
We were also told by the stall
holders that they could obtain
many other species of monitor
should we want them.

We visited one of Indonesia’s
largest reptile exporter’s facility in
a suburb of Jakarta. A mind-
blowing assortment of reptiles
were held here for export 1o the
USA, Japan and Europe. The

selection of monitors available was somewhat because of the cool considerably smaller than the
particularly impressive, reportedly climate: we felt it was too cool for three year old crocs seen in

having been collected from monitors to live outdoors, Jakarta and Singapore. This might
Sumatra, Kalimatan and Irian However, the monitors appeared indicate that although reptiles can
Jaya. Several large crocodile active and in good health, survive and breed in these cool
monlitors, V. salvadorii, were held although we did see their ribs as conditions they fail to thrive and
in large aviary-1ype enclosures. they spread basking. Perhaps they grow at a [ar slower rate than their
Most smaller specimens were held are more tolerant of conl counterparts in warmer climes,

in small plastic laundry baskets.

conditions than we give them In all, we were pleasantly

We were shown a beautiful credit for. f

hatchling Dumerils monitar, surp{'med at how common salvator
V. dumerili, and a number of We also noticed that some young maonitors, V. salvarer, were in both
fabulous blue-tailed montiors, estuarine erocodiles bred at the Singapore and parts of Java.

V. kallabecki, which we had not zoo three years earlier were Unfortunately, the skins of many

monitor species (including Timor
and crocodile monitors) were also
cammonly available in the form of
handbags, boots, jackets and
wallets in many shops. The
numbers of animals slaughtered
for this purpose must be huge and
almost certainly unsustainable. In
comparison, the numbers of
animals being exported from this
area to herpetologists worldwide is
likely to be very small (See:
Sprackland, 198%; Edwards &
Deas, 1993, [or discussion).

seen before nor have seen
since, I believe they are
occaslonally seen in the
USA,

We left Jakarta and
headed east 1o Bandung.
Situated in the volcanoes
and mountains, it was
considerably cooler than
Jakarta, which is at sea
level. We did not see any
wild monitors in and
around this area and
assumed it was probably
oo cool. A number of
specimens were on
exhibit at the Bandung
Zoo. Unfortunately, the
200 was in a very run
down condition, though
the repiiles fared
somewhat better than
many of the other
animals. A number of
salvator monitors were
housed in a large out
door pit {photo at right).
This surprised us
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