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Komodo Dragon Stolen from 
French Crocodile Farm

A 1.2 m long Komodo dragon (Varanus komodoensis) 
was stolen from the Pierrelatte Crocodile Farm in 
southeastern France in an event that is assumed to 
be linked to the illegal trade in exotic animals. The 
thieves broke through a window in the middle of the 
night without triggering the facility’s alarm. No other 
animals were stolen in the break-in. The animal had an 
identifying chip placed under its skin; however, since 
Komodo dragons can only be traded on the black market, 
it is unknown if this will assist in its retrieval. It was 
stated that such an animal may fetch between 15,000 
and 20,000 € (ca. US $22,000). The young dragon was 
at the facility on loan from Barcelona Zoo.

Source: www.thelocal.fr; 5 November 2015

 

Claims of Varanid Saliva 
Diabetes Cure Denounced

The Ministry of Health of the United Arab Emirates 
(UAE) denounced claims that the saliva of varanid 
lizards (presumably a reference to Varanus griseus) has 
curative abilities for diabetes. The claim has been made 
that sitagliptin (brand name Januvia®) is extracted from 
varanid saliva and when taken, can completely cure 
diabetic patients within a year. The specific origin of the 
claim was not stated though it was mentioned that the 
false information had been spread via social media.
 It is likely that the claim originated due to a 
misunderstanding and confusion of different diabetes 
medications. Exenatide (brand name Byetta®) is a 
subcutaneously administered medication belonging to a 
drug class known as GLP-1 receptor agonists; the function 
of GLP-1 being to increase insulin secretion. Exenatide 
is a synthetic form of exendin-4, a hormone found in 
the saliva of the gila monster (Heloderma suspectum), a 
close relative of varanid lizards. Exendin-4 functions in 
much the same way as GLP-1 but with a longer half-life 
and a corresponding therapeutic advantage. Despite the 
discovery of this hormone in gila monsters, the drug itself 

has always been synthetically produced and direct saliva 
extracts offer no known medical benefits. Sitagliptin 
(Januvia®) is an oral medication belonging to a related 
class known as DPP-4 inhibitors. Dipeptidyl peptidase 
4 (DPP-4) is an enzyme that inactivates GLP-1; thus the 
inhibition of DPP-4 likewise leads to increased insulin 
secretion. Sitagliptin is not produced from an exendin-4 
analog and thus has even less of a claim to be derived 
from lizard saliva than does exenatide.

Source: www.gulfnews.com; 3 August 2015

Researchers Ask for Help 
in Recording Rosenberg’s 

Monitor Sightings

Researchers are encouraging the public to document 
any sightings of the rare Rosenberg’s monitor (Varanus 
rosenbergi) in South Australia. Habitat loss and 
fragmentation has led to the species being listed as 
vulnerable, but they are considered to be particularly 
threatened in the Hills region surrounding the state 
capital of Adelaide. Researchers stated that the goal 
for the citizen outreach is to develop an understanding 
of where the animals are located as well as general 
population numbers so that a comprehensive survival 
strategy can be enacted. Researchers emphasized that 
the animals should not be approached but that a photo 
should be taken and reported. Sightings should be 
reported at: http://www.discoverycircle.org.au/projects/
goanna-watch/

Source: www.abc.net.au; 7 September 2015

Houston Zoo Komodo Dragon 
Euthanized

Smaug, a 17-year-old male Komodo dragon (Varanus 
komodoensis) at the Houston Zoo (USA) was euthanized 
following the discovery of severe lumbar spinal cord 
compression. The condition had left the animal unable 
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to walk and the decision to euthanize was made after 
CT and MRI scans revealed its severity. The animal 
originally came to the zoo in 2001 and had since been 
a regular feature during enrichment days and other 
public education events. Last year, Smaug had been 
successfully treated by a veterinarian team for weakness 
in his front limbs, though zoo officials say this was 
unrelated to his recent condition.

Source: www.theexaminer.com; 18 November 2015

Buffalo Zoo to Receive Komodo 
Dragons

The Buffalo Zoo (USA) is scheduled to undergo an 
extensive US $2.5 million renovation of its 73-year-old 
reptile house. Among the many species that will be added 
to the collection once renovations are completed is the 
Komodo dragon (Varanus komodoensis). Renovations 
will begin in 2016, with the new building completed by 
summer 2017.

Source: www.buffalonews.com; 15 December 2015

Monitor Lizard Blood 
Sought as Aphrodisiac

In Krishnagiri, India, the Bengal monitor (Varanus 
bengalensis) is being targeted by poachers belonging 
to the Narikuravas tribal community due to purported 
aphrodisiacal properties of the species. Individuals of 
this species are being trapped and hunted with dogs 
in the forests of Pudukottai, Aranthangi and Palini, 
and then transported to other parts of the state for sale. 
The purported aphrodisiacal effects are believed to 
come through the drinking of the lizards’ blood, which 
is prepared in a cocktail with alcohol. Officials plan 
to target poachers as well as customers who fuel the 
demand for monitor lizard blood. 

Source: www.timesofindia.com; 22 June 2015

Nile Monitors Established in 
Palm Beach County, Florida

Adding to the known introduced populations of Nile 
monitor (Varanus niloticus) in Florida, USA, a new 
population has recently become established in Palm 
Beach County, Florida. In Palm Beach County, the 
V. niloticus presently occur along a 12 mile (19 km) 
stretch of canals and adjacent waterways running from 
I-95 west to the Loxahatchee National Wildlife Refuge, 
where 42 individuals have been retrieved from over the 
last five years. Wildlife officials plan to increase their 
targeted searches to four to six times a month, and will 
be distributing fliers informing and requesting the public 
to photograph and report any individuals spotted. 

Source: www.sun-sentinel.com; 10 April 2015

Keeper Bitten by 
Komodo dragon

A reptile keeper at Omaha’s Henry Doorly Zoo (USA) 
was bitten on the hand by a juvenile Komodo dragon 
(Varanus komodoensis) while servicing its enclosure. 
After receiving two stitches and antibiotics, the keeper 
was released from the hospital and is expected to make 
a full recovery.

Source: www.omaha.com; 1 June 2015

Denver Zoo Euthanizes 
Komodo Dragon

Castro, a 21-year-old male Komodo dragon (Varanus 
komodoensis) at the Denver Zoo (USA) was euthanized 
due to ongoing complications from arthritis. The animal 
experienced a decline in the mobility of its rear legs over 
the previous six years, and had been treated with physical 
therapy, pain medication and acupuncture. Castro was 
one of the first groups of hatchlings produced in the 
United States, hatching in 1994 and then later siring two 
clutches of offspring.

Source: www.denverpost.com; 9 July 2015
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Komodo Dragon Given 
Acupuncture Treatment

An adult female Komodo dragon (Varanus komodoensis) 
at the Palm Beach Zoo (USA) is undergoing acupuncture 
treatment to help relieve neck and leg pains that are 
affecting its feeding ability and movements. The animal 
has also recently undergone a CT scan in an effort to 
identify the source of the dragon’s chronic pain.

Source: www.sun-sentinel.com; 17 November 2015

Annual Meeting of the DGHT-
AG Warane und Krustenechsen
16-17 April 2016 - Neunkirchen Zoological Gardens

With the support of the local DGHT group “Saar-Pfalz” 
the annual meeting of 
the AG Warane und 
Krustenechsen (Monitor 
Lizard and Heloderm 
Working Group) 
will take place at the 
Neunkirchen Zoological 
Gardens in Neunkirchen, 
southwestern Germany. 
All talks will be in 
German. The schedule 
for the meeting is listed 

below. The meeting is open to anybody interested in 
monitor lizards and Helodermas. 

Attendees arriving on Friday may participate in the 
monthly meeting of the regional DGHT group with a talk 
by Dennis Fischer (Darmstadt) entitled, “Goanna Land 
– Field Observations of Australian monitor Lizards”.

Day 1: Saturday, 16 April 2016

10:00 Reception: Thomas Hörenberg
10:30 Daniel Spohn (Homburg/Saar): “Heloderma,  
  the somewhat different lizards” 
12:00 Lunch break at the Zoo Restaurant
13:30 Niklaus Peyer (Ottenbach, Schweiz): “Keeping 
  and first breeding of Varanus reisingeri in
  Switzerland”

14:30 Members Meeting
14:45 Uwe Krebs (Ansbach): “The feeding process 
  in monitor lizards: On the relevance of 
  observations by reptile keepers for ethology 
  and ecology with a subsequent short movie 
  demonstrating the feeding of crabs and mice 
  by Varanus dumerilii”
15:30 Coffee Brake
15:45 Thomas Schaub (Kappel, Schweiz): “A habitat 
  for animals and plants”
16:45 End of talks
18:30 Conference Dinner at the Pizzeria Da 
  Antonietta

Day 2: Sunday, 17 April 2016

09:30 Guided tour through the reptile facilities of the 
  Neunkircher Zoological Gardens with 
  Christian Andres (Head of Marketing, PR, and 
  Zoo Pedagogics)
11:30 End of Conference

Location of the meeting: 

Neunkircher Zoologischer Garten gGmbH
Zoostraße 25

,66538 Neunkirchen

Recommended Accommodation: 

Hotel am Zoo (www.hotelamzoo.de) 
Zoostraße 29

66538 Neunkirchen

Varanus niloticus and weaver bird. Queen Elizabeth Na-
tional Park, Uganda. Photographed by David Bygott.


