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Construction Worker Bitten by 
Komodo Dragon

A construction worker was bitten on the right hand and 
leg by a Komodo dragon (Varanus komodoensis) on the 
island of Rinca, Indonesia while attempting to repair a 
toilet in the office of Loh Buaya Resort. The victim was 
taken by boat to a hospital where he received stitches. 
No information was made available on how the dragon 
gained access to the office, though the animals are 
commonly seen frequenting the village. A spokesperson 
for Komodo National Park noted that a total of thirty-
one individuals have been injured by dragons within the 
park, going back to the death of the Swiss Baron Rudolf 
Reding von Biberegg in 1974, and that there have been 
five fatalities. However, the number of dragon attacks 
over the years has been poorly recorded and many 
sources (including that of Walter Auffenberg) give 
higher figures.

Source: The Jakarta Post; 1 December  2017

Suspect Arrested for Illegal 
Trade in Philippine Monitor 

Lizards

A 24 year-old man was arrested by officials from the 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources and 
the National Bureau of Investigation for allegedly selling 
illegal wildlife in Cebu City, Cebu, Philippines. The 
arrest came following the raid of a house in Cebu City 
which revealed a live juvenile monitor lizard (species not 
specified) and an albino Burmese python in enclosures. 
The suspect’s illegal trade activities had been monitored 
through social networking sites for a week prior to the 
raid. According to officials, the suspect admitted to 
selling monitor lizards in the past, but claimed to have 
stopped after deciding to keep them as pets. The suspect 
lacked permits to sell or keep endangered animals as 
pets.
      Officials note that illegal wildlife traders have mostly 
been shipping monitor lizards to the United States 

by concealing them inside stuffed animal toys or in 
computer equipment. The confiscated animal was taken 
to a local wildlife rescue center in Cebu City.

Source: Cebu Daily News; 14 July 2017

Fort Worth Zoo Announces 
Hatching of Komodo Dragons

The Fort Worth Zoo (USA) has announced the 
successful hatching of eleven Komodo dragons (Varanus 
komodoensis). Hatching occurred in October, but was 
not publicized until late November to ensure that the 
animals were acclimated and eating regularly. These 
offspring were produced by a pair of adults that arrived 
at Fort Worth Zoo in 2012; the female was originally 
from Prague Zoo (CZ), while the male was originally 
from the Denver Zoo (USA). Zoo officials plan on 
keeping one or two of the hatchlings and transferring 
the rest to other facilities in the future.

Source: Star-Telegram; 27 November 2017

Flourishing Online Trade in 
Varanid Sex Organs

During a joint operation in September 2017 by the 
Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCD) and the Odisha 
Forest Department of the state of Odisha, eastern India, 
34 pairs of varanid lizard hemipenes were confiscated 
along with other wildlife parts. The hemipenes, referred 
to as “hatha jodi”, are peddled as a rare plant root in 
occult shops as it is purported to have magical powers 
and ensure prosperity for whoever owns it. Additional 
seizures of varanid hemipenes have been made in 
Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Odisha 
in 2017, signaling a sharp increase in the trade of this 
product. Online, the hemipenes, advertised as sacred 
roots, sell for between Rs 1,200 and 2,200 (US $17-32).

Source: The Indian Express; 14 September 2017



Varanus exanthematicus, Dawa, Ghana, March 2018. Photographed by Daniel Bennett.
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Death of Colchester Zoo’s 
Komodo Dragon

Colchester Zoo’s male Komodo dragon (Varanus 
komodoensis) has died. The 10 year-old animal, named 
Telu, was originally from Prague Zoo before arriving at 
Colchester in 2010. Telu produced twenty-four offspring 
during his time at Colchester, which were the first 
dragons to be bred in the UK utilizing natural methods of 
reproduction. As the death occurred suddenly and with 
no noted history of illness, zoo officials have performed 
a necropsy, though the results have not yet been made 
available.

Source: Essex Live; 23 November 2017

Monitor Lizard Removed from 
Train Depot in Singapore

An Asian water monitor (Varanus salvator 
macromacultus) created a commotion at the Bishan 
SMRT train depot in Singapore when it was discovered 
hiding in the undercarriage of a parked train. Depot 

workers used sticks to coerce the animal out of its hiding 
area where it could then be captured and removed. 
These efforts were later criticized by online commenters 
for their rough handling of the animal when video of the 
capture was posted online, suggesting that experienced 
wildlife rescuers should have been requested.

Source: www.upi.com; 29 November 2017

Paignton Zoo Welcomes 
Varanus macraei

The Paignton Zoo (UK) recently added four blue tree 
monitors, Varanus macraei, to its collection, noting 
that this is the first time the species has been kept by 
the zoo, and only three zoos in the United Kingdom 
currently display the species. The addition follows the 
recommendation of the European Reptile Working 
Group that more European zoos should be working with 
this species. All four individuals, each around five years 
in age, are now on display in the zoo’s reptile nursery.

Source: www.devonlive.com; 28 November 2017

5



Bengal Monitor Captured at 
Heathrow Airport

On 17 January 2018, a juvenile Bengal monitor (Varanus 
bengalensis) was captured by Border Force officials in 
Terminal 4 of London’s Heathrow Airport. The animal 
had been spotted by baggage handler staff in Terminal 4, 
which sees several flights arriving from India and south 
Asia daily. Although the origins of the animal and the 
nature of its transport are unknown, officials suspect 
that it may have been placed in luggage in an attempt 
to smuggle it into the United Kingdom illegally. The 
animal was transferred to a wildlife specialist center 
near Heathrow, where officials will then look to find a 
suitable permanent home for it.

Source: www.hindustantimes.com ; 23 January 2018

Kyrgyzstan to Create National 
Park to Protect Monitor 

Lizards

Officials from the State Agency for Environmental 
Protection and Forestry of Kyrgyzstan announced plans 
at the recent international seminar for Central Asian 
states on the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), 
to establish a new national park in the Batken region 
of southwestern Kyrgyzstan to help protect the Caspian 
desert monitor (Varanus griseus caspius). Kyrgyzstan is 
presently home to 13 parks and 10 reserves, which are 
designated as special protected areas.

Source: www.akipress.com; 22 May 2018 

California Man Sentenced for 
Smuggling Philippine Monitors

A 34-year-old California man was sentenced to six 
months of house arrest and three years of federal 
probation for his involvement in smuggling five 
Philippine monitor lizards into the United States in 

2017. The individual pleaded guilty in September 2017 
to a single federal account of smuggling the lizards. 
    In 2017, federal customs officials intercepted a package 
originating from the Philippines labeled as “speakers” 
that was addressed to the individual’s son. Inside, 
authorities found a Samar water monitor (Varanus 
cumingi samarensis), a Palawan water monitor (V. 
palawanensis) and three spiny-necked water monitors 
(V. nuchalis). Two of the lizards arrived dead, and a 
third had a damaged foot.  A subsequent search warrant 
carried out by USFWS at the individual’s residence 
resulted in a further seizure of four V. cumingi and two 
V. nuchalis.
      All monitor lizard species are protected under CITES. 
The smuggling of monitor lizards into the United 
States may be on the rise, as officials note that this case 
represents one of three cases involving monitor lizards 
prosecuted by US attorneys since the previous winter. 
Officials valued the monitor lizards in the present case 
at US $1,500 to $2,000 each.

Source: www.dailynews.com; 29 March 2018

Indian Man Arrested for 
Smuggling Monitor Lizard 

Sex Organs

A fifty year-old man was arrested by Madhya Pradesh 
Forest Department officials for his involvement in the 
illegal inter-state trade of monitor lizard sex organs in 
India. Officials apprehended the suspect after receiving 
a tip-off about his presence in Katni and Panna districts. 
The suspect, Pawan Pardhi, is a notorious wildlife 
smuggler and poacher that has been wanted by police 
and wildlife officials in India for nearly two decades. 
     The dried hemipenes of monitors (Varanus 
bengalensis), called “Hatha Jodi” are sold as rare plant 
roots that are purportedly used in tantric rituals as an 
aphrodisiac. This arrest represents a growing trend 
in cases involving monitor lizards in India, with a 
previous case in Madhya Pradesh involving the arrest 
of a temple priest and four traders for selling Hatha Jodi 
online. Additionally, four online companies have been 
reprimanded for trading in these parts.

Source: www.hindustantimes.com; 8 March 2018
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Citizen Science Project Seeks 
to Survey Eyre Peninsula 

Goannas

Researchers with the Natural Resources Eyre Peninsula 
are seeking assistance from the local community to 
survey for goannas on the Lower Eyre Peninsula of 
South Australia. This effort is part of the Eyre Peninsula 
Goanna Citizens Science Project, which has been 
running for two years and has generated more than 1,000 
sightings to date. The data collected seeks to provide 
insight into the ecology, survival and movements of the 
two native species of goanna (Varanus rosenbergi and V. 
gouldii) throughout the landscape. Much interest lies in 
generating data for certain areas including the areas of 
Wangary, Coulta, Sleaford, and Lincoln and Coffin Bay 
National Parks.

Source: www.portlincolntimes.com.au; 12 December 
2017

Surabaya Zoo Hatches 
Komodo Dragons

The Surabaya Zoo, on Java, Indonesia recently 
announced the hatching of 11 Komodo dragons (Varanus 
komodoensis) between 27 February and 10 March 2018, 
bringing the zoo’s captive V. komodoensis population to 
76 individuals. The recent hatchlings originated from a 
total of 28 eggs produced by three females. Zoo officials 
suspect that poor maternal nutrition may be responsible 
for the low hatch rates observed.

Source: www.thejakartapost.com; 19 March 2018

Penalties for Tour Guides Who 
Disturb Komodo Dragons

Officials from Komodo National Park, Indonesia have 
announced plans to revoke the licenses of tour guides 
visiting the park if they are observed violating their 
licenses by taking tourists to inappropriately interact with 

the park’s Komodo dragons (Varanus komodoensis). 
This warning has been extended to tour operators 
and boat owners, and if these individuals violate their 
licenses a second time, they will be permanently banned 
from operating in Komodo National Park.  
      These recent actions are in response to a video that 
went viral which showed several tour guides taking 
tourists to closely interacting with dragons from a boat, 
using a wooden stick to push back dragons as they swam 
toward the boat. Officials plan to release a guide map for 
tourists which will determine which areas of the park 
are open to the public and those that are prohibited.

Source: www.republika.co.id; 9 April 2018

Updated IUCN Red List 
Assessments for Varanids

The International Union for Conservation of Nature 
(IUCN) has just released updated Red List rankings for 
Varanus mertensi and V. mitchelli, elevating these species 
to Endangered and Critically Endanered, respectively. 
Due largely in part to the spread of the toxic, invasive 
cane toad (Rhinella marina) which now occurs across 
northern Australia, both V. mertensi and V. mitchelli 
have experienced widespread population declines and 
local extirpations. No recovery of populations of either 
species have been documented once cane toads have 
become established within their range.
      The IUCN Red List is an internationally-recognized, 
comprehensive and objective approach to evaluating 
the conservation status and extinction risks of plant 
and animal species. Assessments are grounded in a 
scientifically rigorous approach, and prepared by a 
network of scientists and partner organizations that 
collectively hold what is likely the most comprehensive 
and up to date information on the biology and 
conservation status of a species. Red List assessments  
are updated as new information becomes available.

Sources:

Shea, G., J. Woinarski & H. Cogger. 2018. Varanus   
    mitchelli. The IUCN Red List of Threatened 
    Species 2018: e.T83778268A101752345. 

Shea, G., J. Woinarski, S.M. Macdonald & H. Cogger. 
    2018. Varanus mertensi. The IUCN Red List of 
      Threatened Species 2018: e.T83778246A101752340. 
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 This year, the AG-Warane und Krustenechsen 
celebrated its 10th annual meeting. In total 49 attendees 
from Austria, the Netherlands, Switzerland and Germany 
met from 14 to 15 April 2018 at Frankfurt Zoo, which 
set an all-time attendance record for the working group 
since its re-establishment in 2008. Markus Monzel, 
President of the DGHT, and Vice President Alexander 
Meurer were in attendance as the guests of honor. 
Monzel welcomed all attendees on behalf of the DGHT. 
 Bernd Eidenmüller from Frankfurt began the 
program with his travel report, “Yawning in the morning  
–  A Visit to the last Dragons” about a stay at Komodo 
National Park. In addition to his wife Uschi, he was 
accompanied by Paul Horner and Gunther Schmida from 
Australia, and filmmaker Markus Schmidtbauer, who had 
already visited Komodo dragons in the past for several 
TV productions. Aside from the park’s famous monitor 
lizards, other typical faunal elements of the Lesser 
Sunda Islands such as Cyrtodactylus darmandvillei and 
Trimeresurus insularis were also discussed. For the latter 
snake species, Eidenmüller showed both morphotypes - 
the typical green and strikingly blue-colored variants. 
He expressed concern that the beautiful blue specimens 
have been decimated by the numerous tourists that visit 
the national park each year.  
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Report on the 2018 Jubilee Annual Meeting of the 
“AG Warane und Krustenechsen” of the DGHT

 Next, André Koch (Bonn) reported on “Unpublished 
Historical Illustrations of Monitor Lizards at the 
Naturalis Archive in Leiden”. Besides naturalistic 
portrayals of water monitor lizards (Varanus salvator 
ssp.), there was also a rather stylistic illustration of the 
holotype of the New Guinean emerald tree monitor 
(Varanus prasinus) belonging to the unpublished heritage 
of the Natural History Commission for Netherlands East 
Indies. Between 1820 and 1850, this commission had 
sent out young naturalists and artists in order to study 
and document the exotic fauna and flora of the East 
Indies, now Indonesia. Next to the Dutch Pieter van 
Oort (1804–1834), who produced a wealth of superb 
natural history illustrations, the Prussian Heinrich von 
Gaffron (1813–1880), amongst others, worked for the 
colonial rulers in Asia. 
 Julia Ulrich and Thilo Böck (both from Austria) 
then gave a detailed lecture about “Natural and Safe 
Terrarium Facilities”. While Julia reported on her 
experiences as a veterinarian with the consequences 
of keeping mistakes such as severe burns, Thilo 
concentrated on the principles of lighting techniques and 
the safe installation of terrarium equipment for monitor 
lizards. 
 After a lunch break, Thomas Schaub (Kappel, 

Attendees of the 2018 meeting of the “AG Warane und Krustenechsen” in Frankfurt, Germany.
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Switzerland) continued with a talk about “Burns in 
Monitor lizards” caused by the incorrect use of strong 
spotlights. He explained how to avoid accidents and 
cure injuries, the treatment of which is often protracted. 
 Under the title “Goin’ around the Corner” Dennis 
Fischer (Darmstadt) talked about his holiday trips to 
Australia. During two three-month long journeys, he 
was able to observe 87 out of about 950 Australian 
reptile species as well as some amphibians and other 
characteristic animals of Australia. His focus was on 
the nine monitor lizard species he encountered, such as 
V. giganteus and V. rosenbergi. In addition to sharing 
some excellent photos, video sequences were used to 
document the behaviour of these lizards. With special 
interest, Fischer studied the feeding ecology of the V. 
gouldii complex through the examination of road-killed 
specimens. Numerous fantastic nature and landscape 
photographs made his presentation a real enjoyment for 
the audience. 
 Afterwards, the general assembly of the working 
group took place. First, André Koch reported on some 
news about monitor lizards, and discussed newly 
described species and other varanid publications and 
projects, as well as activities of the IUCN Monitor 
Lizard Specialist Group and the International Varanid 
Interest Group. Following this, elections were held 
which resulted in a change in the leadership team of 
the working group. After eight years as the group’s 
leader, Thomas Hörenberg did not wish to continue this 
position. Overwhelmingly, Thilo Böck was elected as 
the new head of the AG Warane und Krustenechsen. 
Dennis Fischer agreed to take on the role of treasurer, 

while André Koch was confirmed as scientific leader. On 
behalf of the working group, André Koch highlighted 
Thomas’ longstanding engagement which was greatly 
acknowledged by the audience. Alexander Meurer 
kindly served as elections administrator. 
 The conference concluded with Thomas Würflein’s 
(Demitz-Thumitz) talk, “Monitor Lizards, Helodermas 
and Species Protection Laws”. Würflein, who works at 
the responsible department in Saxony, explained the legal 
regulations relevant for the keeping of monitor lizards 
in captivity. By referencing several online databases, 
he showed how private keepers can obtain information 
about the protection status of all monitor lizard species 
and Heloderma. The vivid discussion with the audience 
reflected the importance of purchasing specimens only 
with the right permissions and documents. Würflein 
also pointed to the compulsory registration for captive 
monitor lizards. 
 Discussions and conversations between the 
attendees were continued over dinner. On Sunday 
morning, attendees met again at the zoo for a guided tour 
by Johannes Köhler (Frankfurt Zoo). At the Grizmek 
House he talked about his experiences with caring for 
the zoo’s two female Komodo dragons. Next, attendees 
visited the Exotarium, where Varanus glauerti and 
numerous other reptiles and amphibians are successfully 
kept and bred. 
 We thank all speakers as well as Dennis Fischer and 
Johannes Köhler, the local organizers, for a successful 
meeting at the Frankfurt Zoo.  

       - Thomas Hörenberg & André Koch

Varanus komodoensis at Frankfurt 
Zoo, Germany.



New Book on Australian Monitor Lizards

Australian Monitors
Gunther Schmida
2017
English, Hardcover, 220 pp.
Self-published
ISBN: 9781389577772

Gunther Schmida has recently authored a new hardcover 
book entitled, Australian Monitors: A Guide to the 
Amazing Monitor Lizards of Australia. According to the 
book’s description, “The book represent [sic] the most 
comprehensive treatment of this unique lizard family 
with 282 excellent images and informative text aimed at 
the general public, hopefully inspiring more interest and 
a love and better understanding of the environment”.

The book is available for preview and purchase at: http://au.blurb.com/b/8199671-australian-monitors

New Book on the Biology, Captive Maintenance, 
Breeding, and Medicine of Varanids

A new book in Spanish authored by herpetologist Alvaro Cam-
ina on the biology, captive maintenance and medicine of moni-
tor lizards entitled “Varanos: biología, mantenimiento en cau-
tividad y clínica” has been published by Fardatxo Ediciones. In 
this well documented, carefully written and wonderfully illus-
trated 281 page book, the author takes us on a journey across the 
mighty world of monitor lizards. His life-long interest and dedi-
cation to the study and captive maintenance of monitor lizards 
has resulted in a unique document, full of relevant information 
on both the natural world and captive husbandry of varanids. 
The book includes eight chapters and starts by exploring several 
aspects of the interesting biology of monitor lizards, including 
their complex taxonomy, distribution, habitat, diet and repro-

Varanos: biología, mantenimiento en cautivi-
dad y clínica
Álvaro Camina
2018
Spanish, Hardcover, 281 pp.
Fardatxo Ediciones
ISBN: 9788469782866
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Joan B. Procter served as curator of reptiles at the 
Zoological Society of London’s London Zoo from 1923-
1928, and was the zoo world’s first female reptile curator. 
Although her career was cut short by a debilitating 
illness, Procter made many important contributions 
to the study of reptiles, particularly Komodo dragons, 
having overseen the care and medical management of 
two dragons that arrived at the London Zoo in 1927. 
Through this experience, she became the world’s leading 
expert on Komodo dragons at the time. 

A new children’s picture book geared towards children 
aged 4-8 recounts the life and career of Procter through 
colorful illustrations depicting her important pioneering 
work as the world’s first female reptile curator.  

Joan Procter, Dragon Doctor: The 
Woman who Loved Reptiles
Patricia Valdez & Felicita Sala
2018
English, Hardcover, 40 pp.
Alfred A. Knopf Publishers, New York
ISBN: 0399557253

New Children’s Book Celebrates the Life and Career 
of “Dragon Doctor” Joan B. Procter

duction (both in the wild and in captivity) as a prelude to a detailed account of all recognized extant species. The 
species accounts are structured and presented by geographical area and habitat and include very nice photographs, 
well-documented distribution maps, and detailed information on the identification, distribution, habitat, and diet 
of monitor lizards, as well as unique information on their maintenance and behavior in captivity based on the lit-
erature and the personal experience of the author. The final chapter is an 82 page, well-illustrated account of the 
most common diseases of monitor lizards in captivity, including eight detailed clinical cases, contributed by three 
highly-skilled and experienced veterinarians. 

Source: Salvador Carranza, Institut de Biologia Evolutiva (CSIC-UPF), Barcelona, Spain
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