
Abstract: Popular in zoos and private collections, monitor lizards have been maintained in captivity 
for nearly two centuries. During this time, but especially over the past three decades, a voluminous 
body of publications has brought to light important details and perspectives that have helped advance 
their captive husbandry and reproductive management. This bibliography presents an annotated 
compilation of publications pertaining strictly to the captive reproduction of monitor lizards 
belonging to the Varanus subgenus Odatria. It is intended to serve as a guide for zoos and private 
herpetoculturists looking to expand their knowledge and familiarity with this group and introduce 
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Introduction

      Monitor lizards have a long and fascinating history of 
being maintained in captivity that dates back to at least 
the early 19th Century. Some of the earliest published 
accounts of monitor lizards in captive collections 

maintained representatives of this group during this 

individual to genuinely attempt to reproduce monitor 

Although he received hundreds of eggs (from 33 
clutches) from a large group of more than 40 captive 
Varanus albigularis he maintained outdoors in South 

received but not hatched by other keepers during the 
around this time (e.g.
were usually scattered by the females who clearly did 
not have appropriate conditions available for nesting 

of monitor lizard biology and husbandry and reptile egg 
incubation undoubtedly prohibited successful captive 
breeding from taking place for many decades. This was 

who while discussing a clutch of V. komodoensis eggs 
that scattered across the ground of its enclosure rather 

buried in the sand by the female after they had been left 
out in the sun for the shells to harden.  

breeding of a monitor lizard occurred with V. komodoensis 

pair of adults maintained at the Batavia Zoo since 1938 
secretly nested a clutch of eggs in their exhibit which 
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zoo’s surprise. The next documented case of successful 
captive reproduction in monitor lizards did not occur 

V. albigularis 
produced a clutch of eggs shortly after arriving at the 

Several additional species were successfully bred for 

e.g.

where at least 53 species have now been successfully 

     One of the most popular groups of monitor lizard 
maintained in zoos and private collections today is the 
Varanus subgenus Odatria

from ca. 23-100 cm in total length. Often referred to as 

been maintained in captivity since at least the late 19th 

new species continue to be described from this group 
(e.g et al et al
et al

Odatria are commonly kept 

species such as V. acanthurus
captive-bred generations have been produced since the 
1980s. 
      Given the overall keeping and reproductive success 

aspects of their captive care and breeding have been 
published over the last several decades. The following 

several installments on the captive breeding of monitor 
Odatria. Similar 

works that address other subgenera are planned.

Using this bibliography

   This bibliography covers all aspects of captive 
reproduction including both successful and unsuccessful 
attempts. It is largely intended to serve as a resource 
for zoo professionals and private herpetoculturists 

veterinarians and general enthusiasts seeking to 
familiarize themselves with existing literature on the 
reproductive biology of monitor lizards. Species covered 

annotations describing the nature and content of each 
work appearing inside brackets after each reference. 
    Due to taxonomic uncertainty in numerous 
publications between the closely-related V. scalaris and 
V. similis
been combined into a single bibliographic account.  

known publications relevant to the reproduction of 

and likelihood that some publications may have been 
missed. Given that bibliographies are perpetual works 

publications missing from this bibliography and new 
accounts as they are published that can be added to an 
updated version of this document in the future.
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